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important till Giovanni Borelli, known as John of Parma, became the head of all the Franciscans in 1247, twenty-one years after the death of St. Francis. He went- all lengths with the extreme section, and it gradually became very influential indeed. The next question which Renan examines is whether there ever was a book called The Eternal Gospel, written either by Joachim or by some one else. He came to the conclusion that The Eternal Gospel designated, in the opinion of the thirteenth century, a doctrine only vaguely expressed in the writings of the Abbot Joachim, the cardinal tenet of which was that the Gospel of Christ was to be succeeded by a third and final Gospel, the Gospel of the Holy Spirit. At the same time he lays it down that it would be quite a mistake to consider there never had been such a book as The Eternal Gospel, as there certainly never was such a book as the much-talked-of De tribus impostoribus. Sometimes the phrase The Eternal Gospel was used to describe the principal works of Joachim taken together, sometimes to describe a book called Introduction to the Eternal Gospel, composed, or at least published, by a most ardent member of the Franciscan group above mentioned, called Gerard of Borgo San-Donnino, in 1254, which has been lost, but the doctrines of which we know from